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COVID-19 RESPONSE:  
ALTERNATIVE USE OF CORE FUNDING OPPORTUNITY & 2023 CONTRACT EXTENSION  

 

BACKGROUND  

 
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic led to Core partner agencies making swift and sometimes drastic 
program changes to meet client needs while prioritizing everyone’s safety as recommended by public 
health experts. In addition, the service environment was also affected resulting in school closures, labor 
shortages in the mental health field, decreased access to clients with increased needs for services at the 
same time.  St. Louis County Children’s Service Fund (CSF) remains committed to facilitating any efforts to 
mitigate these challenges, as well as supporting continued positive and innovative ways to address the 
unmet and emerging needs of the children and youth through the current Core funding cycle. As part of 
this effort, CSF has provided an opportunity for all Core partner agencies to request an extension of their 
current Core contract through June 30, 2023, as well as an opportunity for these agencies to propose 
service modifications to existing programming, when these changes are needed as a result of COVID.  

CSF staff reviewed agency requests, and in many cases, has approved changes that are specific to the 
requesting agency/program. There were also requests made by multiple partner agencies that CSF staff 
and board have approved as temporary policy updates applicable for all Core funding, specific to the 
remainder of the 2020-2023 Core funding cycle. Below is a summary of these policy updates. 
 

POLICY UPDATES 

 
The following changes are applied for the remainder of the extended 2020-2023 Core funding cycle, 
effective August 19, 2021.  

EXPAND MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS  

In response to the labor shortage caused by the COVID 19 pandemic, agencies have been seeking 
strategies to continue services and prevent disruptions for clients. In response, CSF has adjusted the 
minimum staff qualifications for certain units of service: 

• For case management and psychoeducational groups, to include bachelor’s level students in a 
human services field 

• For most clinical counseling units, to include master’s level students in counseling, social work, 
psychology, or marriage and family therapy 

• For psychological assessment, to include students pursuing a doctoral degree in psychology 
 
CSF staff researched the best-practice qualifications for delivering these services. While students are not 
qualified to deliver all clinical services, it is common practice for professionally supervised bachelor’s level 
students to engage clients in case management and therapeutic groups, for professionally supervised 
master’s level students to engage clients in clinical counseling, and for professionally supervised doctoral 
students to deliver psychological assessments. Agencies have not previously been able to invoice CSF for 
these services. CSF funding can now be used when students deliver the following units:  
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Bachelor’s Student 

• Case Management (Bachelor Level) 

• Psychoeducational Group 
 
Masters’ Student 

• Individual Therapeutic Counseling (Home & Community, Office, & Telehealth) 

• Family Therapeutic Counseling (Home & Community, Office, & Telehealth) 

• Therapeutic Group 

• Family Therapeutic Group 

• Crisis Intervention  

• Behavioral Health Diagnostic Evaluation 
 

Doctoral Student 

• Psychological Assessment 
 
Students must meet the following minimum requirements to provide CSF-funded services: 

• Case management & psychoeducational group units 
o Working towards a bachelor’s level degree in a human services field 
o Supervised by an individual within their discipline 
o Receive compensation from the organization in the form of employment or practicum 

stipend 

• Clinical counseling units 
o Working towards a master’s level degree in social work, counseling, psychology, or 

marriage & family therapy 
o Completed or concurrently enrolled in foundational clinical course 
o Completed or concurrently enrolled in practice clinical course 
o Supervised by a licensed individual within their discipline 
o Receive compensation from the organization in the form of employment or practicum 

stipend 

• Psychological Assessment 
o Working towards doctoral degree in psychology  
o Completed clinical assessment and psychopathology courses 
o Supervised by a licensed PhD level psychologist 
o Receive compensation from the organization in the form of employment or practicum 

stipend 

Note: Some agencies also requested the use of Master’s level non-licensed employees to deliver the above 
services. Upon CSF research, the state licensing boards do not currently allow these services to be 
rendered by those who are not currently licensed or provisionally licensed. The licensure process differs 
across disciplines, and it was made clear that individuals who have not sought provisional status cannot 
complete this work unless they are a current student. Therefore,  CSF has decided not to reimburse for 
unlicensed individuals to use CSF funding to deliver services at this time.  
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OUTREACH AND AWARENESS ACTIVITIES 

CSF has created 3 new units that are available to all Core partner agencies and programs, for the purpose 
of increasing community awareness of CSF-funded program services. 

• Outreach and Awareness Presentation (Single Presenter) and Outreach and Awareness 
Presentation (Multiple Presenters): These units will be used when presenting content focused on 
outreach/increasing community awareness of their CSF-funded program services. 

• Community Outreach: This unit will be used for participation in resource fairs and other similar 
outreach booths at community events, for the purpose of outreach and engagement to raise 
community awareness of CSF-funded program services. 

 
New units have been created for these activities rather than modifying existing units, so that CSF can 
easily track invoicing of outreach and awareness units. CSF will implement a 5% cap with a minimum 
award usage cap of $5,000 and a maximum award usage cap of $50,000 per program for these units as 
well, to ensure their use does not overtake provision of the primary program services. 
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